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Board approves pollution fight
By Felix Sanchez , Staff writer

LONG BEACH — A multi-pronged bid to cut pollution spewed into the California air by ports, rail lines, 
roadways and other cargo hauling systems got unanimous approval by the California Air Resources Board on 
Thursday. 

Now, critics say, the smog-fighting agency must make sure it puts teeth into the ambitious plan and doesn't rely 
on polluters to simply volunteer to cut down their dirty air ways. Make any new rules mandatory, and tough, they 
argue.  

Finding alternatives to pay for the plan, using innovative and oft-criticized methods like cargo container fees, 
should also be explored instead of relying on public agencies and the general public to fund the fight, the board 
was told at a public hearing on the plan.  

It's estimated that over the long haul, the plan's price tag would be $6 billion to $10 billion.  

The emission reduction plan for ports and goods movement unveiled Thursday at the Long Beach Convention 
Center details long-range goals and strategies to roll back air pollution levels generated by goods movement at 
least to levels last seen in 2001. And the board is looking to reduce diesel pollution alone by 85 percent.  

"This problem did not occur overnight and it won't be resolved overnight, either," board chairman Robert F. 
Sawyer said during the public meeting attended by dozens of leaders and representatives of California ports, 
marine industries, cargo movers, truckers, resident groups and health watchdogs.  

"The emission reduction plan represents a starting point and a vision of where we need to be," Sawyer said. 
"Now is the time to take action."  

Exacerbating the pollution problem is projections for increased growth in cargo traffic, especially through 
Southern California's bustling ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles, which already handle more than 40 
percent of imported retail goods.  

Cargo traffic is expected to triple by 2020.  
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Martin Schlageter, campaign director for the California Coalition for Clean Air, said now it's up to the 
bureaucrats to make sure to follow through on their promise.  

"Tomorrow will be about what regulations are they going to put on an industry that has been unregulated and 
has gotten a free ride on the backs of the health of Californians," he said.  

Added Julie Masters, an attorney with the Natural Resources Defense Council: "You need to make the plan as 
strong and as aggressive as possible."  

Among the plan's ways to tackle pollution:  

Boost shore-based electrical power sources for cargo ships, a practice called "cold ironing" that air resources 
staff members call a critical strategy in the pollution fight.  

Convert ships to cleaner new engines and fuels, and reduce their operating speeds.  

Create incentives to replace and modernize cargo-hauling trucks and enforce truck idling limits in 
neighborhoods.  

Upgrade diesel-electric engines on rail yard locomotives 
and write up agreements for more Tier 3 locomotives 
that run cleaner.  

Among those testifying before the board were 
representatives of the Long Beach Coalition for Children 
With Asthma and the Coalition for a Safe Environment, a 
citizens group. Residents from San Pedro and 
Wilmington also spoke out for tougher controls to protect 
their families from pollution.  

For the plan to work, there will have to be partnerships 
forged between ports, shippers, railroads, truckers, air 
districts, local governments and communities and the 
Environmental Protection Agency and federal 

government, the air resources board staff said.  

But the plan, if fully implemented, would lead to 85 percent reduced diesel particulate matter by 2020, and 
reduce pollution in Southern California, the San Joaquin Valley, the San Francisco Bay Area, San Diego and 
Sacramento.  

By 2020, it would also cut to 900 premature deaths from the 2,400 that occur yearly because of pollution, the 
board was told. There also would be reductions in hospitalizations for asthma, acute bronchitis, heart and lung 
disease and school and work absences would be reduced as well.  

And while the cost for the plan could reach $10 billion, the goods movement industry already contributes more 
than $200 billion a year into the California economy, and the plan would provide $3 to $8 in benefits for each $1 
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spent on controls.  

Bob Wyman, with the Maritime Goods Movement Coalition, and Robert Canter, director of planning at the Port 
of Long Beach, argued along with other industry representatives, that the plan's strategies should be incentive-
based.  

T.L. Garrett, vice president of the Pacific Merchant Shipping Association, urged the ARB to concentrate on 
market-based incentives to reduce ship pollution.  

"The plan's approval was completely expected, and we'll continue to deal with it," Garrett said. "We do support 
the (ARB's) goals and acknowledge the need to reduce emission."  

"We should be encouraging the industry that causes pollution to be at the forefront of paying," said board 
member Lydia Kennard. "It shouldn't be the burden of communities to pay."  

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
Felix Sanchez can be reached at (562) 499-1297.  
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